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From Gwen's desk:
A big THANK YOU to each and 
every one who so generously gave 
donations to Safe Haven Humane 
Society in response to our Christmas 
appeal or by individual donation. 
Whether it was in the form of time, 
materials, supplies or money, each and 
every donation is greatly appreciated 
and is being used in our day to day 

efforts to rehome the dogs and cats that come to Safe Haven.

I would like to take this opportunity to let you know how our adoption process 
works. There are several steps involved, including:

  1.  A Pre-Adoption form will be completed by the person/family interested 
in adopting.

  2.  An animal will not be adopted to a person with the intention of giving it 
as a gift.

  3.  Safe Haven will contact at least 2 of the references including a current vet 
(if available). 

  4.  Safe Haven requires all household members (if able) to come to the 
shelter for a visit.

  5.  If there is another dog(s) in the household, Safe Haven will encourage 
the applicant to bring that dog to the shelter for a visit to assess 
compatibility.

  6.  If there are other animals in the household, documentation of their 
current medical information will need to be veri® ed.

  7.  An animal will only be placed in a household with an adult as the primary 
care provider.

  8.  An adoptable animal will only be placed as an indoor companion pet.

  9.  After choosing an animal, an Adoption Contract will be completed by the 
adult(s) designated as the primary care provider.

10.  Safe Haven reserves the right to refuse an adoption for a speci® c animal if 
it is not in the best interest of that animal.

Safe Haven follows this process in a manner which does not discriminate against 
or give preference to any person because of race, color, religion or creed, sex, 
national origin, handicap or disability, ancestry, sexual orientation, marital status, 
or any other discriminatory basis prohibited by local, state or federal law. 

Please feel free to stop in for a visit¼we'd love to see you.
Gwen, Shelter Manager

ªLove the animals: God has given them the 
rudiments of thought and joy untroubledº 

~ Fyodor Dostoyevsky
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Who's Who at Safe Haven:
Tom Jansz .......................................President

Ron Ericson...........................Vice President

Kathy Cameron............................Secretary

Kay Day ..........................................Treasurer

Bill Corbett .....................................Director

Paul Rode ........................................Director

Marilee Hejna ....................Shelter Director

Gwen Veltkamp ................Shelter Manager

Wende Corbett .............Newsletter Editor

Monica Gilmore ..............Graphic Designer

Our Mission At Safe Haven: 
Safe Haven's mission is to provide a 
haven and treatment for adoptable cats 
and dogs, place them in suitable homes, 
increase awareness of the humane 
treatment of animals and promote spay 
and neuter programs to reduce the 
overpopulation of cats and dogs in Jo 
Daviess county.

Shelter Hours:  
Daily 10 am - 3 pm 

(or by appt)

Spotlight   on our Volunteers:

Lorelei Mitchell, a resident of the 
Galena Territory since July of 1985 and 
a transplant from Elmhurst, Illinois has 
enjoyed volunteer work at Safe Haven 
even before it opened its doors in 2007.  
She works mainly with the cats which she 

gets a kick out of.  Lorelei started working 
on Wednesday mornings but recently 
added closing up on Tuesdays and Fridays 
due to Safe Haven's need to ® ll those 
time-slots.

Before moving to the Territory on a 
permanent basis in 1988, Lorelei worked 
for a CPA ® rm in Oak Brook, Illinois.  
Lorelei and her husband, who passed 
away in 2008, had two sons; one of which 
is deceased.  Their surviving son, Andrew, 
is a recent recipient of a donated kidney.  
The rest of her family includes two 
grandchildren, Angela and Jacob, and a new 
great grandbaby, little Kalia (which means 
bright and cheerful in Hawaiian).

Of particular interest is that Lorelei's 
granddaughter, Angela and her husband 
Jeffery, spent a school-year on a small 
island in the Artic Circle, where polar 
bears are prevalent, called Kaktovik 
teaching native Alaskan Inuits. 

Lorelei has several pets.  Misty is her 13-
year old Schnauzer mix.  Kaese (which 
means ªcheeseº in German) is her 

Himalayan/Siamese cat whom she rescued 
when just a kitten in June of 2008 from its 
feral life outdoors.  Felix is her 3-year old 
Beta ® sh who shares the water from his 
bowl with thirsty Kaese.  Secretly she is 
wishing to own a parakeet but is not sure 
how the cat & bird would get along.

When not volunteering at Safe haven, you 
can ® nd Lorelei on the golf course or in 
her garden.  During the winter she likes 
to bowl. She is particularly proud of a ® rst 
place award she won with her golf partner 
in the ªover the hillº league. And, she was 
proud to have her garden displayed in last 
year's Territory garden walk. In addition to 
her volunteer work and hobbies, Lorelei 
enjoys entertaining her family and tells me 
they are big ® sher-people who like to join 
in and win  the Territory ® shing contests.

Lorelei's favorite thing about being a 
volunteer is the people she meets. She 
also has come to understand from her 
volunteer experience the amount of work 
it takes behind the scenes to run an animal 
shelter like Safe Haven.

Lorelei Mitchell
by Wende Corbett

Tom Sprague
by Wende Corbett

Almost every Friday afternoon, volunteer 
Tom Sprague helps Safe Haven by 
socializing cats.  He's been doing this, he 
says, for a couple of years and enjoys the 
kittens best.  Tom has had cats in the past 
that have lived very long lives, but has no 
pets today other than the ones he dotes 
on every Friday at Safe Haven.

Tom and his wife, Barb, have lived on 
the Galena Territory for the past three 
years after moving from Western Springs, 
Illinois where he practiced general law in 
Cook and DuPage counties. Together they 
have two sons and two grand-daughters.  
He ® rst heard about Safe Haven from 

something he read in the papers, and later he learned more about the organization by 
talking to people he met.  He thought to himself, ªThis is something I would like to do.º

continued on next page



When Tom is not playing with the kittens and cats 
at Safe Haven, he is involved with the Galena Kwanis 
Club where he is presently serving as its president.  
He is also an amateur photographer who enjoys 
taking pictures of birds, deer, and Jo Daviess' beautiful 
native landscapes.  Tom considers himself a real laid-
back guy who is easy going and is able to get along 
with everyone.  When I asked him why he chose to 
volunteer, he told me that it gives him something 
good to do, and that he simply enjoys the animals.  
Tom likes to help out with the dogs and cats that 
have had a hard time in their lives.  He thinks that Safe 
Haven does a great job taking care of these animals.

When I asked Tom to tell me something that the 
people at Safe Haven might not know about him, he 
told me that he served in the United States Navy 
1964 ± 1968 and was on a destroyer in the Paci® c 
during the Vietnam War.  Tom believes that more 
people should consider doing volunteer work and 
they should be more involved in their communities.  
After all, Tom says, ªSafe Haven could always use more 
help.º 

Tom Sprague, continued from previous page

Thanks to the Sunday School kids from St. John's Lutheran Church, Massbach.  They donated 
two very nice cat trees.  The kids names are Lucas Albrecht, Braden Staver, Alex Staver, Jamie 

and Justin Eden, Ashley Carroll, Cecelia Zink and Hayley Johnson.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

FOR ªFUNº-DRAISING COMMITTEE

Have you ever considered how much fun event planning can be? 

Especially if it's a team of volunteers that loves creating a great evening 

for folks to enjoy and at the same time raises money for Safe Haven!

Several of our board members have worked on these events for 9 years and have 

the expertise to guide the committee on planning the Gala and some other new 

events that we are considering. Keep in mind ± this does not require asking for 

money ± we just need help in planning and executing the actual events.  

The time commitment will be minimal; we hope to have monthly meetings at 

the shelter in Elizabeth that may last 1-2 hours. As the event gets closer, the 

time commitment may be several hours per week. Here are just some things the 

committee will work on:
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The more people we have involved, the more new ideas we will get and the work will be spread out among more 

volunteers.  Please consider joining us --- email us at petadmin@aeroinc.net or call the shelter at 815-858-2265 and 

give us your contact information. We will be in touch to schedule the ® rst event planning meeting. 

We can always use new volunteers to help socialize with our cats and dogs during our open hours ± every day 

from 10am to 3pm. Please call the shelter if you are interested and we can set up a time for you to come in and get 

acquainted!
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MAIL BAG

Shelter Hours:  
Daily 

10 am - 3 pm
(or by appt)

We adopted the most beautiful Golden 
Retriever from you named Pennie. 
Other than changing her name, she is a 
wonderful addition to our family. I have 
wanted a dog like her in our house for a 
long time. Thank you very much for the 
opportunity to adopt her.

Tim Huber

Dear Folks at Safe Haven,

Just wanted to let you know how things are going for us with Coco who we adopted 
through your ªPets for Seniorsº program. She is an absolute delight and a true blessing. 
She's loving and well behaved, totally cute and a bit feisty at times when a stranger 
knocks at the door ± in other words, a perfect little rat terrier. We both get several 
walks a day with Coco which has improved our balance and stamina.

Our Senior apartment neighbors have fallen in love with her too ± one of them has 
become our Coco babysitter when we've had to be away for a long day and Coco 
loves her too!

We strongly encourage and endorse the ªPets for Seniorsº program. Remember, ªFill 
the gap in your lap with a precious pet from Safe Haven!º God bless you all and your 
dedication to our faithful 
little and big helpless 
friends.

Keith and Mary Chase ~ 
Galena

A win-win for everyone!
  No adoption fee for pre-approved seniors
  Designated adult or special-needs pet 
only

 Free pet start-up kit
Contact Safe Haven: 815.858.2265 

or email: petinfo@aeroinc.net 
for more details

“...he will be our friend 
  for always and always  
      and always.”  
- Rudyard Kipling

We are always thrilled to hear 
about the lucky ones we ® nd 
homes for. Won't you please 
send us a note and a picture 
and tell us how your pet is 
doing?

Pages 4 - 7 of this issue is 
devoted to our success stories

ªDogs are not our 
whole life, but 
they make our 
lives whole.º 
~ Roger Caras


